
SHIBA HELPLINE NEWS FLASHES!          May 1, 2006 
 
Newsletter published by the SHIBA HelpLine Regional Managers, for time-
sensitive health insurance news.  Please pass the information on to others!  
 
The latest headlines: 
New policy protects Medicare Part D clients against coverage loss for 
current drugs:  Under a new Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
(CMS) policy, Part D plans that drop drugs or impose new restrictions must 
continue to provide those drugs to affected clients for the remainder of the 
calendar year.  
 
CMS allows coverage for two Niacin products:  CMS will no longer universally 
exclude prescription Niacin products Niaspan® and Niacor® from Part D drug 
coverage.  These drugs treat dyslipidemia, which is a disruption in the amount of 
lipids in the blood.  Please note: CMS does not require Part D plans to add 
these drugs to their formularies.  
 
Part D clients can seek repayment for premiums and copayments:  See the 
new CMS reimbursement guidance tip sheet "How Medicare Drug Plan Members 
can Seek Repayment of Premiums and Copayments" at 
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/partnerships/downloads/reimbursement4-18-06.pdf  The 
tip sheet provides information about: 
• How clients can get reimbursed for drugs they paid out-of-pocket before 

receiving a plan membership card or confirmation letter. 
• What Limited-Income Subsidy (LIS or extra help with the cost of Part D) 

clients can do if they are charged incorrectly for deductibles or copayments, 
or charged for a premium. 

• What clients can do if premiums are incorrectly deducted, two premiums are 
deducted in one month, or they are charged the wrong premium amount. 

• What clients can do if they don’t have a plan membership card. 
 
Part D special enrollment period opens up to people with LIS:  Medicare 
clients who qualify after May 15, 2006 for LIS will have a one-time opportunity to 
enroll in the Medicare prescription drug benefit if they have not done so already.  
If they do not choose a plan on their own, CMS will facilitate enrollment in a Part 
D drug plan.  For more details, read 
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/PrescriptionDrugCovContra/Downloads/2007PDPCallLet
ter.pdf on the Web. 
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